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From the Director
Congratulations, Nicole and Marley, for your Royal Palm Literary Awards!

Calendar
November 23-25 Thanksgiving break; no classes
December 15 Student Presentations
December 17-January 3 Winter break

Lesson Summaries

Science Blue
I promise this will be the last posting of bacteria photos:) We conducted a
test to see which cleansing methods were the least and most effective. In
our lab, rinsing with water was least effective and the hand sanitizer was
most effective. We started a new unit: The Human Body. In order to find
out what the students already knew and, especially, what they didn’t know
on the subject, we played an end of course Jeopardy game on the body
systems, organs, and functions. Lyla broke the tie with Blake and ended up with 1600 points! I
discovered that students knew the least about the integumentary, endocrine, and lymphatic
systems so we will begin our studies with them.

Science Green
We began our study of cells by discussing proteins, lipids, carbohydrates, and nucleic acids.
When broken down, these molecules all contain carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen, the elements
needed to sustain life. We then discussed how these molecules, along with our cells, are fueled
through food and water. We took notes on cell organelles and I introduced the proper use and



care of microscopes. Students observed prepared slides of plant and animal parts. Next week,
we will look at samples of plants from outside.

Algebra
We continued practicing multi-step equations, with some students working on solving absolute
value equations. This takes repetition to master, so we will not move on to more challenging
problems until the students have had plenty of practice.

Pre-algebra
We worked on several skills this week: Prime and Composite Numbers, Prime Factorization,
Least Common Multiple (LCM) and Greatest Common Factor (GCF). These skills will help with
next week’s lessons on putting fractions into simplest form.

Language Arts Blue
Students got in groups to act out parables using a grab bag of props. This was in preparation for
their Storytelling Assignment next week and learning how to perform in front of an audience.

The Unforgiving Servant The Prodigal Son Parable of the Talents

The Good Samaritan          The Sower and the Seed
Social Studies

For their assignment last weekend, students were tasked
with making an infographic regarding a location in India on
an app called Canva. This was a more challenging
experience for some of the students than I expected, so we
spent Tuesday clearing up any confusion. Here are two
excellent examples created by Alexis and Athena. We then
moved into a study on Hinduism, from the origins, to
modern religious practices today. We will continue this
study as well as begin a study on Buddhism next week.
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