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From the Director 
This week, I went over each student’s SPARK Orientation and Study Skills Document with their 
daily and weekly schedule and long- and short-term goals. They should put it up somewhere at 
home where they can refer to it each day until it becomes second nature to them. After two 
weeks of reinforcing the new schedule, organization system, expectations, and fundamental 
skills, we are ready to dive more deeply into the meat of our new units. Make sure you check 
out the many links for further study in the lesson summaries below. 
 
Assignments, Newsletter, Calendar, FB: https://www.sparkofswfl.com/parents-students 
 
Lesson Summaries 
 
Science 1 
We read Classifying Organisms in the i-Science textbook together, 
discussed the content, and took notes to make sure all students were 
comprehending the material and taking proper notes. They learned 
how to use Cladograms and Dichotomous Keys to understand the 
Linneaus Classification System and binomial nomenclature. Both 
science classes watched excerpts from Mysteries of the Unseen World, 
which showed photos of microscopic life. The students loved it so much they asked for the link: 
https://www.amazon.com/Mysteries-Unseen-World-Forest-Whitaker/dp/B00TTAJ3WS 
 
Science 2 

I discovered many students don’t know how to effectively study for tests given 
their dominant learning style so we talked about auditory, visual, and kinesthetic 
learners. Each student then figured out what study system worked best for them: 
creating index cards, studying with a friend, pacing the room while repeating the 
information, etc. After that, everyone passed their Taxonomy Test!  
In our study of plants, we looked at soft stems vs. woody stems. Students 
examined the cross section of a tree trunk and estimated its age by the number 

of rings. We also looked at whether the tree had suffered damage through insects, lightning, or 
drought. One of the students said, “This is like looking back into history.”  
 
 

https://www.sparkofswfl.com/parents-students
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Math 
After finding better studying techniques, students passed their Basic Terms in Geometry re-test. 
This helped them to see that they aren’t “dumb” or “bad at math”; rather, they just need to 
understand their brain better and how it learns best. Students also learned for the first time how 
to use a protractor to measure and draw right, acute, obtuse, and straight angles. 
 
Geometry in Art Semester Project  
I showed all students several pictures of how geometry and art go together. They were inspired 
by fractals, symmetry, origami, pointillism, perspective drawing, the Fibanacci sequence and the 
Golden Ratio, and much more. They are now at the research stage to select a project for the 
semester. Here are a few of their ideas: creating illusions with shading, tessellations in quilting, 
fractals in photography, and creating a newspaper ball gown. Here is the one of the links we 
looked at Fractals in Nature: https://cosmosmagazine.com/mathematics/fractals-in-nature 
 
Algebra 
Much of Geometry is learning the vocabulary of the different shapes so students take a quiz 
after each new section. This week, it was on the names of various angles and triangles. They 
then learned how to use a protractor to measure angles in degrees. Next week’s focus will be 
on polygons and the 6 different types of quadrilaterals. 
 
Language Arts 
We continued with working on writing conventions: commonly misspelled words, capitalization 
rules, and six pages of rules and practice for the use of commas! In their Spelling Workout book, 
I discovered many of them don’t know how to read cursive. At SPARK, we don’t have time to 
teach cursive handwriting (I can recommend some good workbooks) but I do want students to 
know how to read it because many historical documents are written in cursive. I also discovered 
some of them don’t know how to use the pronunciation key in the dictionary to sound out new 
words. They all got a mini-lesson on the schwa sound.  
 
I have learned from past experience that students have difficulty with the details of filling out a 
form (something they will have to do for job applications, high school classes, college 
applications, etc.) so I had them fill out the Florida Writers Association for Youth membership 
application. Please check your student’s form to see that they wrote their address with zip code 
with correct capitalization and punctuation. On Tuesday, they will learn how to address an 
envelope properly so they need to have their address memorized.  
 
Once students learn proper writing conventions, they are then freed up to focus on their creative 
ideas! Sarah-Catherine shared a website that provides practice in writing and editing. No Red 
Ink: www.noredink.com 
 
Social Studies 1 
Students presented their research on a region of one of the countries from around the world. 
Part of their research was to read a current news article from a country in their region. Daniel 

https://cosmosmagazine.com/mathematics/fractals-in-nature
http://www.noredink.com/


presented a fascinating article of how some Northwest African countries are still paying taxes to 
France, despite their independance. Sarah Catherine found a futuristic hotel in Japan: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSJlU2q58Bc&t=823s. Orian’s article was about a famous 
7-year-old artist in Germany: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlvlhwjCbQE. Here is a link to 
study the U.S. states and countries of the world: https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3003 
 
Social Studies 2 
Students presented their research on a region of the United States. SPARK is a safe place for 
students to gain confidence in speaking in front of their peers. They learn how to be a good 
listener as well as a good speaker.  
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