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From the Director 
We have two posters in our classroom which state the philosophy of SPARK. One is a quote 
from Albert Einstein which says, “Education is not the learning of facts but the training of the 
mind to think.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The other poster states the characteristics of a Growth Mindset:  
M - I can learn from my MISTAKES 
I - I can IMPROVE by working hard 
N - I will NEVER give up 
D - I am DETERMINED to do my best 
S - SELF-REFLECTION will help me succeed 
E - I can overcome challenges with EFFORT 
T - I can TRAIN my brain 
 
When I have asked former students of SPARK how their transition was to other schools, 
whether private or public, a common response is that they have more homework but it’s easier. 
When I asked one boy to explain, he said he had less worksheets to do at SPARK but the 
assignments were harder because he had to think for himself and come up with his own ideas 
for answers and projects. I tell students all the time that life doesn’t hand you a worksheet to fill 
out, it hands you problems to solve.  
 
Lesson Summaries 
 
Science 1 
We have started Unit 4: Exploring Space Lesson 1: Images from Space out of our 
Space Science text. Students learned how scientists collect and analyze 
information from space using different wavelengths of the electromagnetic 
spectrum.  



This week’s STEM challenge was called Touchdown, which involved 
drawing a design, and then assembling and testing a space lander which 
would land upright and wouldn’t bounce the marshmallow astronauts out. 
The winning team was Cameron, Marley, and Ben with the Irony 3 lander 
and astronauts Willy Wonka and Gordon Ramsey at a drop height of 7 feet! 
I had to climb on a pole on the playground in order to test it at 8 feet and it 
landed upright but astronaut Gordon bounced out while Willy stayed in the lander.  
 
Science 2 
This week we studied Newton's Laws of Motion. We got to see these laws in action in their 
space lander creations, which gave students a better idea of how these laws work. Since math 
is integral to science, students learned the formulas for calculating speed and force. 
 
Algebra 
This week was spent learning exponents. I explained to the students that each previous skill 
builds on the next level. At the elementary level, they learned how to add and subtract and then 
multiply and divide. Now they are applying those properties of numbers to exponents, squares, 
and square roots. I have had to remind them that they didn’t learn their basic math facts 
overnight, so learning the properties of exponents will take time. I am glad they are up to the 
challenge. 
 
Math 
Students started Chapter 1: Whole Numbers and Decimals. They are learning how to read 
numbers with decimals correctly by understanding their place value. In addition, they are 
learning how to round, add, and subtract with decimals.  
 
Language Arts 
Both groups are working on reading their books for deeper meaning and answering questions 
that require critical thinking skills such as inferencing, synthesizing, and summarizing in their 
own words. They are also working on writing detailed answers with proper conventions. 
Students worked in pairs to read aloud, discuss, answer, and edit each other’s writing 
responses. 
 
Social Studies  
We wrapped up the 1990's this week with discussions about concerns of that era: terrorism, 
cloning, the world wide web, and Y2K. Because current U.S. foreign affairs are often tied to the 
Middle East, students are researching a Middle Eastern country this weekend. Next week, we 
will look at the relationship between these countries and the United States over the years. 
Coincidentally, a news story about discussions of peace between Israel and the Arab nations 
was published recently https://www.google.com/amp/s/amp.usatoday.com/amp/5801873002. 
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