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From the Director 
There are only four weeks of classes before Winter Break. We are often asked what our 

policy is in regards to assigning homework over breaks. In general, we don’t assign homework 
that needs to be completed the day when students get back. However, students are continually 
working on long-term projects and weekly reading goals so the extra time they have over break 
can/should be used to work on them.  

For example, here are the goals and projects students are presently working on: Weekly 
Reading Log, Citizen-Science Project, and Language Arts Project. Students are still gathering 
data for their science project. They presented their projects on the book they read in LA class, 
so now they need to tweak them for the 1st Semester Presentations for the public. Students 
always have a book to read and they can always do more practice problems in math. Check in 
regularly with your child to find out the progress they are making and help them to schedule time 
at home to work on their projects.  
 
Calendar 
November 26-28 No classes Fall Break 
Dec. 18, 1:00-3:00 1st Semester Student Presentations in Family Life Center 
December 20-January 6 Winter Break 
 
Lesson Summaries 
 
Science 
Students were introduced to the concept of black holes by interacting with a 
gravitational model that simulated the changes made in the spacetime continuum 
caused by the existence of black holes. Students drew and labeled diagrams of 
black holes and then completed work in the iScience textbook. 
 
Math 

Students are learning how to write out each step of the Order of Operations. I told 
them it should look like a triangle when finished or they could put a heart around it. 
(See Arianna’s work on the left). They also learned how to find the Prime 
Factorization of numbers 2-100. Secelia invented a new method we call the SPARK 
Staircase. Lastly, they learned 3 methods for finding the Greatest Common Factor 
(GCF) of 2 numbers. 



 
Algebra 
This week we covered Square Roots, the Pythagorean Theorem, Percent of Error and Percent 
of Change, and spent an entire class on how to set up and solve Algebraic word problems. I am 
continually impressed with how this class performs; they are movitated and quick to learn, which 
makes my job a pleasure. Next week, they will be tested on the second half of Chapter 3, so 
make sure they study over the weekend. 
 
Language Arts 

 
We started our Shakespeare Unit this week with asking the question, “Who 
was William Shakespeare and why study his writings?” Students discovered 
they have been quoting Shakespeare all along without realizing it because he 
is the most quoted English writer of all time, second in history only to the 
writers of the Bible. He coined many phrases still in use today such as “good 
riddance”, “tongue-tied”, or “in a pickle.”  
 

We started reading As You Like It this week with students acting out the different roles while I 
read the text. The language is very challenging, so we are just working on learning the main 
characters and plot of the story. I suggest students read their assignments out loud at home 
because Shakespeare is meant to be heard and it helps with comprehension. Don’t worry if your 
child says, “It’s all Greek to me” because we discuss the storyline in class and I explain the 
meaning of the Elizabethan English words and phrases. They are getting the humor of the story 
and many are asking to act out the story in a play!  
 
Juan Pablo plays the part of Orlando de Boys wrestling with Gianluca, playing 
the part of Charles, the Wrestler. 
 
Social Studies 
This week was spent learning about famous people from the Middle Ages. From 
doctors to military leaders to philosophers, students reported back what they contributed to 
society. As we dive deeper into Middle Ages history, their background on Monotheism from the 
last unit has helped them understand what the Crusades were about and the concept of other 
types of “holy wars.” Many students were surprised to hear how these same religious groups are 
still fighting over Jerusalem to this day as demonstrated by the recent bombings in Israel. Next 
week, we will discuss the feudal system, castles, and royalty of the Middle Ages. 
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