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From the Director 
We completed week 2 of online learning. In Language Arts, we 
discussed the students’ Daily Journals and the news headlines they 
have been posting. I suggested they also take photos that show what 
life is like during the Cornavirus and taught them how to download 
photos onto Google Drive and insert them into their journals. The photo 
at left is what I saw at Target’s toilet paper aisle last weekend. As the saying goes, “A picture is 
worth a thousand words.” 
 
I am proud of the students for continuing to work on their reading goals for this semester. For 
those students who have already completed their goal and are looking for something to read, 
Audible is now offering free books for kids at https://stories.audible.com/discovery. They have a 
good Classics section that I would recommend.  
 
Calendar 
Link to Assignments, Newsletters, Calendar, and Facebook: 
https://www.sparkofswfl.com/parents-students 
 
Lesson Summaries 
 
Science 1 
Students were introduced to genetics by studying Mendel's famous pea plant experiments. They 
are also working on learning how to produce and interpret Punnett Squares to determine 
genetic outcomes in offspring. 
 
Science 2 
We wrapped up our lesson on Infectious on Noninfectious Diseases and then 
moved onto our next lesson on Nutrition and Fitness. We learned that the best 
defense against disease is a good offense - a healthy diet and regular exercise - 
to build a strong body and immune system. The students learned about the U.S. 
Recommended Daily Allowance (RDA) Food Guide entitled MyPlate. They are 
keeping a Diet and Exercise Diary for the next 4 days and will analyze how well it follows the 
MyPlate guidelines and look at ways they may improve their health habits. 
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Math 
We continued with fractions; this week students learned how to convert mixed numbers to 
improper fractions before multiplying. A few students asked, “When will we be done with 
fractions?” I told them when they master them. The fundamental skills in 6th grade math 
requires mastery of fractions, decimals, and percents so we will be spending the majority of the 
semester on these skills. 
 
Algebra 
This week students took the Chapter 5 Test. To be honest, it was difficult due to Spring Break, 
uncertainty due to the Coronavirus, and the switch to online learning. The students need to 
master the vocabulary of graphing and slope, so they will have vocabulary quizzes next week 
and we will continue to work on the areas where they need more practice. We cannot move 
onto Chapter 6 until I am confident they have the skills in Chapter 5.  
 
Language Arts 1 

This is what my new classroom for LA 1 looks like. While it’s not ideal, the 
students are handling it very well and keeping up with their assignments. We 
wrapped our Media Literacy Unit learning about price gouging, profiteering, 
and retail arbitrage. We also discussed terms such as Fake News, Clickbait, 
Deep Fakes, Propaganda, Sloppy Journalism, Misleading Headlines, and 
Biased/Slanted News. On Thursday, we started or Holocaust Unit by reading 

about and discussing the background to the book Night by Elie Wiesel. The unit on WWII in 
Social Studies ties in perfectly with understanding this period of history.  
 
Language Arts 2 

This is what the LA 2 classroom now looks like. By upgrading my G Suite 
account, I can now get more students online with Google Hangouts video 
chats and the audio has improved so we can still have class discussions. We 
finished our Media Literacy Unit (see above) and moved onto reading the 
script for The Diary of Anne Frank. We discussed the historical background 
that lead the Frank family to go into hiding and students were assigned to read 

Act I.  
 
Social Studies  
We discussed the speeches of World War II leaders that students listened to and watched on 
video. We observed how calm and serious the allied leaders seemed to be, while the axis 
leaders were more emotional and had radical ideologies. One student said she could see how 
people followed Hitler because he was such a charismatic and impassioned speaker. However, 
other students thought the axis leaders appeared crazed and intimidating. We covered Nazi 
Germany and the start of World War II, including anti-Semitism and the Holocaust. The content 
of these subjects is very intense so please continue to discuss with your child what they are 
learning. 
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